ABSTRACT
Introduction

54
Globally, the maternal mortality ratio is estimated to be 261 maternal deaths per 100,000 live 55 births with majority (99%) of these deaths occurring in developing countries especially sub
56
Saharan Africa, where 66% of the maternal deaths occur 1 . This shows that women in the 57 developing countries continue to lose their lives due to preventable causes of pregnancy and 58 delivery complications. The WHO has made a call to reduce global mortality rate to less than 70 Globally, the proportion of deliveries attended by SBA increased from 59% to 71%, yet 73 this leaves more than one in four babies and mothers without access to this crucial medical care 74 during child birth 7 . As a result, maternal and newborn survival rate still remains low. There 75 exists a variation in SBA coverage, it is much lower (52%) in southern Asia and sub-Saharan Africa 7 . This variation makes the maternal morbidity and mortality rate to remain comparatively 77 high in developing countries including Tanzania. The current SBA coverage in Tanzania is 78 64% 8 . This is slightly lower than the global average.
79
In Tanzania under the national road map strategic plan to improve reproductive, maternal, 80 new born, child and adolescent health, the ministry of health has set target to increase coverage 81 of deliveries attended by skilled birth attends from 51% to 80% by 2020 by putting more 82 emphasis in the provision of quality health services offered by skilled attendants in enabling 83 environment 9 . In order to achieve this target, more emphasis should be done to identify and 84 eradicate the barriers which make expectant mothers not to access SBAs or make them to prefer 85 home delivery. The aim of this study was to determine factors affecting SBA use among 86 postpartum women in Arusha city and Arumeru districts.
87
Materials and Methods
88
Study design and data source
89
This was a cross-sectional study which was conducted from April to July 2017. The study 90 utilized secondary data from the parent study which was conducted in Arusha city and Arumeru was adhered where women identification number were used instead of names.
149
Results
150
Characteristics of study participants
151
The general characteristics of study participants are shown in 
